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Background

Located in the centre of the
former Aral Sea, Resurrection
(Vozrozhdeniye) Island’s
unique biodiversity includes
over two hundred vascular
plant and vertebrate species
which flourished as the island
was cut off for many vyears.
The region possesses an
enormous untapped potential
for ecological, adventure and
cultural tourism.

The recent drying of the Sea
and decommissioning of a
Soviet-era abandoned mili- - - -
tary base on the Island allowed access to scientists, but also to
resource extraction, making clear both its ecological and cultural
value, and its vulnerability. Regional biodiversity is rapidly declining
due to environmental change and human activity. Further, biodiversity
is increasingly impacted by largescale industrial development, but
there is limited understanding of, or capacity for, industrial
biodiversity impact mitigation, which both regional and national
government actors are keen to remedy.

Projects goals and objectives

1. To address unemployment drivers through piloting new
tourism-linked income streams (e.g., dark skies tourism,
homestays) linked to Vozrozhdeniye Island which can be
replicated more widely;

2. To address poaching and lay the foundation for tourism, by
supporting protected area designation for Vozrozhdeniye
Island;

3. To address potential industrial infrastructure damage through
technical support for effective biodiversity impact mitigation.
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